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Mark down In your calendar the Ath Saturday of each month which will  
be our regular  meeting da te :  10.30 a.m. ( f in ish ing  by 1 2 .3 0  p.m.) in 
the Aldermen's Room, Petersham Town Hall.  Our meetings are never 
formal: there  is always plenty of discussion and a break in the 
middle for  people to get to know each o ther .

OUR NEXT FUNCTION

Saturday, November 2k  Learning about our lo c a l i ty  through Council
Arch i ves

Outside the City of Sydney, Marrickvil le  has one of the best s e t s  of 
records in the s t a t e ,  dat ing from the I370s . Council records include 
ra te  books, l i s t i n g  house owners, l e t t e r s  from re s id en t s ,  maps, 
information about development, local government p o l ic ie s  and personnel 
and much other  valuable m a te r ia l .  An o f f i c e r  from Council will  attend 
our meeting to t e l l  us about proposals to set  up the Archives. There 
wil l  a l so  be discussion about what we can learn about our houses, 
s t r e e t s  and lo c a l i ty  through the Archives.

FUIURE PROGRAMME

December-January
There wi l l  be no meetings. Our f i r s t  meeting for 1985 wi l l  
be on Saturday, February 23



OUR LAST MEETING . . .

Nick Vine Hal l ,  Director  of the Society of Austra l ian Genealogists ,  
gave a fa sc ina t ing  address on researching family h is to ry .  Included in 
his  t a lk  were many p ra c t ic a l  h in ts  such as ' g r i l l i n g  granny ' ,  how to 
draw your family c h a r t ,  how to locate  photos of your fo rbea rs ,  and 
how to discover what the voyage out to A ust ra l ia  was l ike .  There 's  an 
index of  sh ips '  logs which t e l l  of the t r i a l s  and t r i b u l a t i o n s  of 
t r a v e l l in g  to Aust ra l ia  in the 19th century.

In the l a s t  15 years there  has been a 'family h is to ry  revolu t ion '  
which Nick Vine Hall bel ieves  is pa r t  of an Aust ral ian quest for  
id e n t i ty .  Because many people now want to ' f e e l  more A u s t r a l i a n ' ,  to 
e s t a b l i s h  more links with the country, they are more than pleased i f  
they can discover a bushranger or a convict  amongst t h e i r  ances tors .
In fac t  some people now go out looking for  them, whereas i t  was 
common previously to t ry  and hide them and even destroy the 
relevant  records.
During the discussion we found tha t  one of our members, Anne Carolan, 
could boast of a t  l eas t  8 convict forbears.Can anyone in Marrickvil le  
beat that?
Did you know tha t  surnames were introduced around l îOO? With the in­
crease in population about th i s  time i t  became necessary to d is t in g u ish  
between members of the population who had the same (Chris t ian)  name, 
so i f  there  were 5 Nicks in a v i l l a g e ,  one now became Nick of the Hall 
(Nick Hall) and another became Nick the Butcher.

Surnames f a l l  into k main ca tego r ies :

(1) Surnames of re la t io n sh ip :  McDonald ( son of Donald); All ison 
(son of Alice) and F i t z p a t r i c k  ( i l l e g i t im a te  son of Patr ick)

(2) Surnames of place: Hall ;  Weatherspoon (Scot t ish  surname for  a 
person in charge of sheep in a pound; wethers in the pound or 
poond).

(3) Surnames of occupation: Baker, Butcher, Thatcher

(k)  Nicknames (sometimes derogatory);  Goodchild; Goodfellow; 
Badman; Catchpole (poult ry  t h i e f ) ;  Breakspear (clumsy 
knight) ;  Drinkdregs; and even Cockroach.



The headquarters  of the Society of Aust ra l ian  Genealogists is a t  
Richmond V i l l a ,  120 Kent S t r e e t ,  Sydney (27-3953) and they have 
accumulated huge amounts of reference material on family h i s to ry .
The mater ia l includes an index to sh ips '  logs and sh ips '  passengers 
who a r r ived  a t  Sydney; microfilm of the buria l records ( I 866 - I 886 ) of 
the Petersham Cemetery; records of the I8 5 I census of Scotland which 
l i s t e d  each person and t h e i r  age; and even an index of photos taken 
a t  one of the more popular Sydney stud 1 os , Freeman' s ( e s t .  181^8).

In addi t ion  to publ ishing a quar te r ly  jo u rn a l ,  'Descen t ' ,  the Society 
stocks  su i t a b le  publ ica t ions  for people s t a r t i n g  family research,  e .g .  
Roots 6 Branches-Ancestry for  Aust ra l ians  by E.J.  L e a -S c a r l e t t ; 
Handbook on I r i sh  Genealogy by Heraldic A r t i s t s  L td . ,  Dublin and 
Compiling Your Family History by Nancy Gray.

FEATURE

STREETS . . .

ANDREAS STREET, PETERSHAM

Readers of the Gnnd IDeekend of October 27 may have noticed an a r t i c l e  
on the Evatt family which included some in t r igu ing  references  to  the 
Andreas family ( a Marjorie Andreas married Clive Evat t ) .  The h i s to r i c  
mansion,Leura11 a (at  Leura) was b u i l t  during World War 1 by Eindrich 
Phi l ip  Andreas who was, the Herald n o t e s , ' a  man of mysterious wealth 
who pursued a l i f e  of yacht ing ,  big game hunting and f i s h i n g ' .  The 
house was adorned with spreadeagled leopard skins brought back from 
overseas trips.Among o ther  th ings ,  Andreas liked to invent useful items 
such as ' t o a s t in g - fo rk s  and wooden needles for camouflage n e t s ' .
A relation of the same name, Phi l ip  Eindrich Andreas (probably his  
grandfather)  was an Alderman on Marrickvi11e ' s f i r s t  Council,  1861-6A. 
Andreas owned two butcher shops, one a t  Balmain, and the other  o f f  
Parramatta Road a t  Petersham. He ran the shops from I 858 - 8 2 . A Phi l ip  
Andreas Senior (his  fa ther?)  was an Alderman on the Petersham Council 
from 1876- 7 7 . The Andreas family disappeared from the Marr ickvi l le  area 
in 1882 . Maybe one day someone may unravel some of the mystery surround­
ing the butcher who became a wealthy g lo b e - t r o t t e r .



Don't forget  to a t tend the important meeting on Sunday, November 11 
a t  2 p.m. (Petersham Town Hall) to  s e t  up a Bicentennial Committee 
for Marrickvi1le .  The meeting^which wi l l  be chaired by Mayor Barry 
Jones, wi l l  a l so  work out local p r i o r i t i e s  in terms of s e t t in g  up 
p ro je c t s ,  public  functions and ce lebra t ions  for I 988 in our a rea.
Please come and express your views.

Marr ickvi l ie  Council has a lready applied for  funds to s e t  up Council 
Archives; to publish a p ic to r i a l  h i s to ry ;  and for local and oral 
h is to ry  p ro je c t s .

Our Soc ie ty ' s  20 page magazine is due to be published in la te  
November. We hope to include an a r t i c l e  on the ea r ly  land grants  
in Marr ickvi l ie  ( with a map); a fea ture  I  on the Newtown and 
Petersham cemeteries;  some of the ea r ly  h is to ry  of St P e t e r ' s ;
Fowlers p o t t e ry ;  Ireta i l ing in the Marrickvi l i e  a rea ;  notes on the 
pioneer Gannon family. Members wil l  recieve a copy f ree ;  non-members 
will  be able to buy the magazine from the Central Library.

New Members
Denise Burton, Cheryl Flynn, Mr & Mrs T.C. Hal ls ,  Jean Moncur and 
Dorothy Ryan which makes a to ta l  of 70 paid-up members. All our new 
members are welcome but e sp e c ia l ly  Jean Moncur of Moncur S t r e e t .  We 
look forward to finding out some of the background of the Moncur 
family from Jean and publish i t  in a future  issue.

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE

Anne Carolan, Richard Cashman (E d i to r ) ,  Chrys Meader, Gregory Robertson 
(Layout),  Contact us through Chrys(569-l8l6) a t  Marrickvi l le  Library, 
Marr ickvi l le  Town Hall.

HOW TO JOIN OUR SOCIETY

I t  s only $7 for  ind iv idua ls ,  $10 for households and i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  $2 
for s tudents  and pensioners .  By jo in ing  the Society you are a s s i s t i n g  
Heritage in t h i s  a rea .  In ad d i t io n ,  y o u ' l l  receive copies of our monthly 
'Newsle t te r '  and a copy of our occasional Magazine ( the f i r s t  Issue is 
planned for  next November). Post your subscr ip t ion  to  Chrys a t  the above 
a dd ress .


