
M ARRICKVILLE  

HERITAGE SOCIETY

N E W SL E T T E R  
voI.l,n o .7  feb ru a ry ’85

M ark down in  your ca len d a r th e  4 th  S a tu rd a y  of ea c h  m onth  w hich w ill be our 
re g u la r  m eeting  d a te  from  F eb ru ary  to  N ovem ber, e x c e p t fo r A pril w hen th e re  
will be a sp ec ia l H e r ita g e  W eek program m e: 10.30 a .m . (fin ish ing  by 12.30 
p .m .)  in  th e  A ld e rm en 's  Room, P e te rsh am  Town H a ll. O ur m eetings  a re  n ev e r 
fo rm al: th e re  is always p le n ty  of d iscussion  and a b re a k  in  th e  m iddle fo r 
peop le  to  g e t to  know ea c h  o th e r .

OUR NEXT FUN CTIO N

S » tu td a y , F e b ru a ry  23 A nne W atson, from  th e  Museum of A pplied  A rts  and
S c ie n c e s , will speak  on re s to rin g  your house 

in te r io r

FUTURE PROGRAMME ( to  be con firm ed)

S a tu rd a y  M arch 23 E xcursion  to  o ld  P e te rsh am  C em etery  g raves a t
Rook wood

A pril 14 -21

S a tu rd a y  May 25 

S a tu rd a y  June 22

S p ec ia l H e r ita g e  W eek program m e (se e  in s id e )
No S a tu rd a y  m eeting

A nnual G en era l M eeting

E xcursion  to  M a s te rto u c h  P iano  Roll Com pany, 
P e te rsham

QUARTERLY EV EN IN G  M EETING (a t  7 .30 p .m .- - r e g u la r  v en u e)

F rid ay  M arch  15 R esearch ing  yo u r h o u se , la n d , s t r e e t ,  lo c a li ty
th rough  C ouncil A rch ives



HERITAGE WEEK IN  MARRICKVILLE 14-21  April 1985

1. O tgan co n cer ts . P lan s  a re  w ell advanced  fo r c o n c e r ts  on two h is to ric a lly  
o u ts ta n d in g  o r g a n s - - in  M arrickv ille  Town H a ll and S t  B rig id 's  C hurch , 
M arrick v ille . S o c ie ty  m em bers w ill be ab le to  p u rch ase  t ic k e ts  a t  a d isc o u n t. 
D e ta ils  will be p ro v id ed  in  th e  n e x t N e w s le tte rs .

2 . Walk through Newtown (d e ta ils  n e x t is su e )

3 . House in sp ection s in  Stanm ore (d e ta ils  n e x t is su e )

4 . Library D ispays will be  o rg an ised  a t  all B ranches and a t  th e  A d m in is tra tio n  
C e n tre , 2 F ish er S t r e e t .

OUR LAST MEETING

P e te r  A rn e t t ,  M arrickv ille  C ouncil C hief Town P la n n e r , in fo rm ed  us of Council 
p lans to  house and open  i ts  A rch iv es , which he p o in ted  o u t w ere one of th e  
b e s t  c o lle c tio n s  o u ts id e  th e  C ity  of S ydney . C ouncil, h e  ad d ed , h ad  applied  
fo r  a m a jo r g ra n t from  the  B ic en te n n ia l A u th o rity  w hich would enab le  th e  
A rch ives to  be s o t te d ,  h o u sed , m icro film ed  (w here a p p ro p r ia te )  and m ade m ote 
a c c e ss ib le  to  th e  p u b lic .

Some of th e  m a te r ia l from  th e  A rch iv es , now housed  in  various Town H all 
room s, a t t ic s  and b a se m e n ts , was ex h ib ite d  to  p rov ide  some id e a  o f th e  wide 
ran g e  of m a te r ia l in c luded  in  th e  c o lle c tio n . T his in c luded  in fo rm a tio n  n o t 
only on th e  com ings and goings of various civic d ig n ita r ie s  (m inu te  books, 
l e t t e r  books, and so fo r th )  b u t also  ex ten s iv e  in p u t from  lo c a l re s id e n ts  who 
w ro te  in  (as  th ey  s til l do) w ith  all m anner of com p la in ts ; th e n  th e re  w ere 
re c o rd s  of s o c ie tie s ,  su ch  as th e  M arrickv ille  M unicipal O rc h e s tra  w hich was 
p ro m in en t in  th e  1930s. T h e re  w ere unusual item s su ch  as an e a r th  c lo se t 
book of th e  18 70s, w hich re g is te re d  reg u la r charges fo r rem oval of n ig h t so il. 
A n o th er in te re s tin g  item  was a d a iry  book v iiich  l is te d  d a ir ie s  in  o p e ra tio n , 
th e ir  s iz e ,  th e  num bers o f cows and h o rse s . C ouncil also  has a fa ir  c o lle c tio n  
of d e d ic a tio n s  w hich p rov ide  in te re s tin g  in fo rm a tio n , and p o s te rs  ab o u t how 
e s ta te s  w ere d iv ided  up in  th e  la te  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry . F o r those  exp loring  th e  
h is to ry  o f th e ir  house and s t r e e t  th e  ex ten s iv e  c o lle c tio n  of r a te  books a te  
in v a lu a b le . T hey  p rov ide m ore re lia b le  and d e ta ile d  in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t houses 
th a n  you will find  in  San d's D irectories; lis tin g  th e  ow ner and te n a n t of each  
p ro p e r ty  and i t s  assessm en t; som etim es th e re  a te  ev en  com m ents on  th e  ty p e  
o f h ouse .



1985

W e've  com e a long  way s ince  our f i r s t  m eeting  on 28 A pril 1984 and our f i r s t  
N e w s le tte r ,  June '8 4 ,  w hich lis te d  the  e ig h te e n  founding m em bers. W e've now 
grown to  89 perso n s and m any o th e rs  re a d  ou r re g u la r  l i t e r a tu r e .  In  19 84 we 
p ro d u ced  six e d itio n s  of th e  N e w s le tte r . O ur Jo u rn a l, H e r i ta g e ,  which 
a p p e a re d  in  D ec e m b e r, was w ell re c e iv e d  and is se lling  very  w ell.

D uring 1984 w e 'v e  b e e n  able to  e s ta b lish  very  good working re la tio n s  w ith  
M artick v ille  C ouncil and have  begun  to  e s ta b lish  links w ith  com m unity groups 
and in s ti tu t io n s  in  th e  a re a .  T his m on th , fo r in s ta n c e ,  we w elcom e N ew ington 
C ollege as a m em ber of th e  S o c ie ty .

A ll th is  expansion  has only o c c u rre d , I b e lie v e , becau se  th e  S o c ie ty  has s tru c k  
a popu la r ch o rd  in  M arrickv ille  and will expand even  fu r th e r  in  1985. I t ' s  
h a rd  to  p o in t to  p re c ise  reaso n s  b ecau se  th o se  invo lved  in  o u t so c ie ty  a te  a 
very  d iv e rse  bu n ch  of in d iv id u a ls . Some hav e  a sp ec ia l in te r e s t  in  houses and 
ev en  b ric k s ; some a re  k e e n  to  pu rsue  a n c e s to rs ; some are  re sea rc h in g  p o tte ry  
and in d u s try ; some a re  looking  in to  railw ays and com m unications; some a te  
lo n g - te rm  re s id e n ts  w hereas o th e rs  have  com e re c e n tly  to  th e  a r e a .  T he one 
th ing  th ey  ap p ea r to  hav e  in  common is a k e e n  in te r e s t  in  our a re a ,  and its  
r ic h  and v a rie d  tr a d it io n s ,  and an in te r e s t  in  com m unicating  th a t  in te r e s t .

T he S o c ie ty  has em barked  on a m uch m ore am bitious program m e fo r 19 85. 
T he n ine  te g u la r  S a tu rd a y  m eetings will p rov ide  a v a rie d  program m e o f ta lk s , 
d iscussions and o u tin g s . They  will be supp lem en ted  by th re e  to  fou r q u a r te r ly  
m eetings  fo r those  who find  S a tu rd a y  aw kw ard. T hen  in  A pril we will em bark 
on a sp ec ia l and un ique H e r ita g e  Week p rogram m e. The second  issue of the  
H e r ita g e  will ap p ea r in  D ec e m b e r. S o , why n o t jo in  us?

TW EcU|iS)Lr-

POSTPONED ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

T he E x e cu tiv e  b e lie v e  th a t  i t  m ight be m ore a p p ro p ria te  fo r th e  AGM to  be 
h e ld  in  M ay, tw elve m onths a f te r  the  la s t  e le c tio n s , r a th e r  th a n  in  F eb ru a ry  as 
sp e c ifie d  by th e  C o n s titu tio n . C onsequen tly  th ey  will move th is  way a t  our 
F eb ru a ry  m e e tin g . T he E x e cu tiv e  will a lso  recom m end th a t  n o tif ic a tio n  of the  
AGM be e i th e r  by ' l e t t e r  p o s te d ' or by N e w s le tte r . T his c h a n g e , if  ap p ro v ed , 
will save th e  S o c ie ty  co n sid e ra b le  ex p en se .



In te rn a tio n a l F a ir  and  M ark e t D ay

The R o ta ry  C lub of M arrickv ille  a re  organ ising  M a tr ic k v il le 's  F ir s t  Annual 
In te rn a tio n a l F a ir  and M arket D ay on 16 M atch  1985. T h e re  will be  p le n ty  of 
a c t iv i t ie s  th ro u g h o u t th e  d a y - - s t a l l s ,  d isp la y s , b an d s, fo lk  dancing  and m uch 
e l s e - - a n d  p ro c e e d s  w ill go tow ards th e  C ot D e a th  Syndrom e R esea rc h  Fund . 
T e lep h o n e  519 6927 fo r  en q u ries .

New M em bers

Ju lia n  F a g in , John  and M arg are t F e n to n -S m ith  and fam ily , M arg are t H o rn , 
S is te r  M aree L oadsm an , A ndrea  L o d e r, Philip  M cC tea , M ary M unro, N ew ington 
C o lleg e , C hery l and N ev ille  P a tt is o n  (and  S h a ty n  and K e r r ie ) ,  G ary and 
M aureen  S h a rp e , H .F .  S te v e n so n , Tony V erz i, A lison W all, E ric h  W eller. We 
now have 89 m em bers.

O u t New T re a su re r

W elcome to  our new T re a s u re r ,  A nne C h erry , who has ta k e n  over from  Judy 
M ackinolty  who has l e f t  fo r a tr ip  o v e rse a s . A nne h as  a lread y  m oved our 
ac c o u n t to  a Building S o c ie ty  w here i t  w ill a cc ru e  m ote in te r e s t  and in tro d u ced  
th e  c o n c e p t of 'to l lin g  m em bersh ip ' so th a t  m em bers w ill be f in a n c ia l for th e  
n e x t tw elve  m onths from  th e  d a te  of jo in in g .

N e w s le tte r  C om m ittee

A nne C aro lan , R ichard  Cashm an (E d i to r ) ,  Chrys M ead er, G regory  R obertson  
(L a y o u t) .  C o n ta c t us th ro u g h  Chrys (569 -1816 ) a t  M arrickv ille  L ib ra ry , 
M arrickv ille  Town H a ll.

HOW TO  JO IN  OUR SO C IE TY

I t ' s  only ^7 fo r in d iv id u a ls , ^10 fo r  househo lds and in s ti tu t io n s ,  ^2 fo r 
p en s io n e rs  and s tu d e n ts .  By jo in ing  th e  S o c ie ty  you a re  ass is tin g  H e r ita g e  in  
th is  a re a .  In  a d d itio n , y o u 'll  re c e iv e  copies of ou r m onthly  N ew sle tte r  and 
H e r i ta g e ,  pub lished  in  D ec e m b e r. P o s t your su b sc rip tio n  to  C hrys a t  th e  above 
a d d re s s . You d o n 't  h av e  to  w a it to  jo in  u n til th e  AGM or th e  end of th e  
f in a n c ia l y e a r ,  ou r 'ro llin g  m em bersh ip ' enab les you to  rem ain  f in a n c ia l fo r 
tw elve m onths from  th e  tim e you jo in .

E d ito r ia l n o te :

T h e re  w ere so m any announcem en ts in  th is  issue th a t  th e re  was no sp ace  le f t  
fo r  re g u la r  h is to r ic a l f e a tu r e s .  T he m a tte r  w ill be r e c t i f ie d  in  M arch  w hich , 
am ong o th e r  th in g s , will h av e  a f e a tu re  on  'th e  m y ste ry  of F is h e r 's  R e s e rv e '.


