
¿MA RRICKJILLE 
HERITAGE SOCIETY

¿n ew sletter

Vol. 2 No. 2 July 1985

OUR NEXT MEETING

S a t u r d a y  J u l y  27

A l d e r m e n ' s  R oo m ,  P e t e r s h a m  T o w n  H a l l

C h r i s  P r a t t e n ,  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  T r u s t  w i l l  b r o a d e n  o u r  i n t e r e s t s  by  

i n f o r m i n g  u s  ho w  we  c a n  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  

t h e  N a t i o n a l  T r u s t .  He w i l l  b e  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  

o n  r e c e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  t h e  T r u s t  a n d  i t s  

s t a f f i n g .

FUTURE PROGRAInIME

One o f  t h e  t h e m e s  i n  c o m i n g  m o n t h s  w i l l  b e  h i s t o r i c  g a r d e n s .  V/e 

h o p e  t o  a r r a n g e  a n  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  som e  o ^  t h e s e  i n  o u r  ow n  

M u n i c i p a l i t y  a n d  v i s i t  t h e  g a r d e n  o f  E r y l d e n e  a t  G o r d o n ,  One  o f  

o u r  m e m b e r s ,  P a u l a  C a r d ,  w i l l  be  s p e a k i n g  t o  u s  a b o u t  r o s e s .  

D e t a i l s  o f  t h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  f u t u r e  e v e n t s  w i l l  b e  a n n o u n c e d  i n  t h e  

n e x t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r .



FEATURE . . .

THE ENMORE EDUCATION OF AN ART H IS T O R IA N  By J o a n n a  M e n d e l s s o h n

T h e  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  A n n e x e  o f  E n m o r e  H i g h  i n  M e t  

a n  e s p e c i a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Au 

a n d  l i t e r a t u r e .  F o r  i t  w a s  h e r e  t h a t  i n  1 9 3 2  a n d  1 

w a r d ,  B e r n a r d  S m i t h ,  c o m p l e t e d  h i s  s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a

T h e  f i r s t  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  i n  M e t r o p o l i t a n  R o a d  w a s  

a s  E n m o r e  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  i n  S e p t e m b e r  I 8 8 7  a n d  u n t i  

o n l y  p r o v i d e d  i n f a n t s '  e d u c a t i o n .  F r o m  t h e  b e g i n n l  

e n d  o f  1932  i t  h a d  b o t h  p r i m a r y  a n d  J u n i o r  s e c o n d a  

a s h o r t  t i m e  i n  1 9 3 2  i t  a l s o  o p e r a t e d  a s  a d o m e s t i  

T h e  o f f i c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  r e c o r d s ,  h o w e v e r  

a p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  f r o m  May  1 9 3 2  t o  D e c e m b e r  1 9 5 3 .

I n  T h e  B o y  A d e o d a t u s ,  h i s  a w a r d  w i n n i n g  a u t o b i o g r a  

d e s c r i b e s  E n m o r e  H i g h ,  w h i c h  o p e r a t e d  a s  a n  a n n e x e  

S t r e e t  A n n e x e  o f  S y d n e y  T e c h n i c a l  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  a s

r o p o l i t a n  P.oad h a s  

S t r a 1 i a n  h i s t o r y  

9 3 3  t h e  y o u n g  s t a t e  

t  i o n .

o r i g i n a l l y  o p e n e d  

1 t h e  e n d  o f  19 1 2  

ng  o f  1913  t o  t h e  

r y  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  l ^o r  

c  s c  i e n e e  s c h o o 1.  

o n  1y  s h o w  i t  a s

p h y ,  B e r n a r d  S m i t h  

o f  t h e  C l e v e l a n d

" a depressing enough place at first sight; the windows wired 
against vandals, the paint cracked and peeling from the 
cornices. It stood in a tiny yard, asphalted and treeless, in 
which the sun made only a brief appearance, and was surrounded 
on three sides by lanes, serving the backs of small terraces 
that were usually cluttered with garbage bins and straying 
litter and had become the ancestral home by right of continuous 
occupancy of innumerable alley cats, authentic first Australians, 
wiry and agile survivors, which could trace their impeccable 
pedigrees back to the first fleet."

I t  w a s  n o t  a s c h o o l  o f  g r e a t  t r a d i t i o n s .  S m i t h  w a s  t y p i c a l  o f  i t s  

p u p i l s  i n  t h a t  h e  h a d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  h i s  I n t e r m e d i a t e  

C e r t i f i c a t e  a t  P e t e r s h a m  C o m m e r c i a l  I n t e r m e d i a t e  H i g h ,  b u t  i n  t h e  

G r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  j o b s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  b o y s  w i t h o u t  

f a t h e r s .  B o y s  w i t h o u t  j o b s  s t a y e d  a t  s c h o o l ,  i n  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  t h i n g s  

w o u l d  i m p r o v e  b y  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  s a t  f o r  t h e  L e a v i n g  C e r t i f i c a t e .

T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  v e r s i o n  o f  E n m o r e  H i g h  o n l y  l a s t e d  f o r  t w o  y e a r s ,  s o  

i t  i s  p e r h a p s  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

h a v i n g  h a d  t h i s  f u n c t i o n .



A s  w i t h  a l l  s c h o o l s  i t  w a s  t h e  t e a c h e r s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  

w h i c h  s h a p e d  t h e  w a y  t h e  b o y s  l e a r n  l e a r n t .  O f  t h e  t e a c h e r s  a t  E n m o r e  

H i g h .  S m i t h  w r o t e :

"Whether by sheer luck or careful selection, they turned out to 
be an unusually capable lot; all seriously devoted to the subjects 
they taught, each possessed of a distinct personal style....They 
were viewed variously by the boys as martinets, good types, 
eccentrics, or dear old women, but each in his way achieved his 
own kind of schoolboy respect."

T h r e e  s u b j e c t s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  y o u n g  S m i t h .  E c o n o m i c s ,  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  h i s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e a d i n g ,  l e d  h i m  t o w a r d s  s o c i a l i s m .  

E n g l i s h  t a u g h t  h i m  t h e  " b e a u t y  o f  w e l l  w r i t t e n  p r o s e " .  H i s t o r y ,  

t h o u g h ,  g a v e  h i m e  m o r e  t h a n  k n o w l e d g e .  I t  g a v e  h i m :

"3. sense of his place in the scheme of things; it was like 
standing between two mirrors, a mirror of the past and seeing 
himself stretching away in both directions; a sense of tradition."

I t  i s  t h i s  s e n s e  o f  p l a c e  t h a t  h a s  a 1 w a y s  c h a r a c t e r  i s e d  Smi t h  ' s w o r k  

a s  a n  a r t  h i s t o r i a n .  H i s  f i r s t  a n d  m o s t  p r o v o c a t i v e  b o o k  w a s  e v e n  

c a l l e d  P l a c e ,  T a s t e  a n d  T r a d i t i o n . S m i t h ' s  i d e a  w a s  t h a t  e v e n t s ,  

o b j e c t s  a n d  w o r d s  c a n  b e l o n g  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e  a n d  t i m e .  I t  i s  

s o m e h o w  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  t h i s  i d e a  w a s  f i r s t  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  h i m  i n  an  

o l d  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  i n  M e t r o p o l i t a n  R o a d .

Q u o t a t i o n s  a r e  f r o m  T h e  B o y  A d e o d a t u s  : T h e  p o r t a i t  o f  a l u c k y  y o u n g  
b a s t a r d . ,  A l l e n  Lane"^  I 9 8 A .
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A P O R T R A IT  OF YOUR HOUSE:  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

h a v i n g  y o u r  h o u s e  s k e t c h e d ,  c o n t a c t  M i k e  o r  G e o r g i n a  

W a l s h  ( p h o n e  5 1 7  2 0 2 8 ) .  T h e y  k n o w  a n  a r t i s t  w h o  

s p e c i a l i s e s  i n  d r a w i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a t  r e a s o n a b l e  p r i c e s ,  

E x a m p l e s  o f  h e r  w o r k  w i l l  be  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  n e x t  

m e e t i n g  f o r  m e m b e r s  t o  s e e .

‘ J o a n n a  M e n d e l s s o h n  ( 5 1 9  7 7 0 )  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c o l l e c t i n g  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  w r i t e r s  a n d  a r t i s t s  w h o  h a v e  l i v e d  o r  

w o r k e d  i n  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y .



OLIR LAST EXCURSION

EXCURSION TO THE MASTERTOUCH P IA N O  ROLL COMPANY

T h i r t y - t w o  m e m b e r s  t u r n e d  up  t o  w h a t  p r o v e d  t o  b e  a f a s c i n a t i n g  

m o r n i n g  a t  t h e  C r y s t a l  S t r e e t  f a c t o r y .  We w e r e  s h o w n  a l a r g e  r a n g e  

o f  p i a n o s  a n d  p l a y e r  p i a n o s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  v a r i a t i o n s  o n  t h e s e  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  p l a y e r  o r g a n s .  D o w n s t a i r s  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  

r e c o r d i n g  s t u d i o  w h e r e  p e r f o r m a n c e s  a r e  t u r n e d  i n t o  p i a n o  r o l l s ,  a n d  

t h e  l a r g e  a n d  c o m p l e x  m a c h i n e s  t h a t  m a k e  t h e  m u s i c  m a k e r s .

T h e  h o m e - m a d e  s c o n e s  t h a t  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  m o r n i n g  w e r e  i n  t h e m s e l v e s  

a j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  s a v i n g  t h i s  p a r t  o f  M a r r i c k v i 11 e ' s m u s i c a l  

h i s t o r y .  T h e r e  i s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h i s  e n t e r p r i s e ,  w i t h  i t s  

m a n y  l o c a l  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  m ay  b e  m o v e d  t o  C a n b e r r a .  I f  t h i s  w e r e  t o  

h a p p e n  i t  w o u l d  be  a g r e a t  l o s s  t o  o u r  M u n i c i p a l i t y .

M an y  t h a n k s  t o  B a r c l a y  W r i g h t  a n d  B i l l  D e n h a m  w h o s e  d e t a i l e d  a n d  

i n f o r m a t i v e  t a l k s  a d d e d  s o  m u c h  t o  o u r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  

p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e .

New Members

J a n e  S t u d d ,  J e s s i c a  Dawn P a t t i s o n  ( b o r n  May 2k,  1 9 8 5  t o  e x i s t i n g  

m e m b e r s  C h e r y l  a n d  N e v i l l e  P a t t i s o n )  . J e s s i c a  s h a r e s  a b i r t h d a y  w i t h  

t w o  h i s t o r i c  f i g u r e s -  Q u e e n  V i c t o r i a  a n d  J e a n  P a u l  M a r a t  -  w i t h  r o l e  

m o d e l s  l i k e  t h e s e  s h e  c a n  e i t h e r  r u l e  a n  e m p i r e  o r  m a k e  a r e v o l u t i o n .

HOW TO JO IN  OUR SOCIETY

O n l y  $7  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  $ 1 0  f o r  h o u s e h o l d s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  52  f o r  

p e n s i o n e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s .  F o r  t h i s  y o u  r e c e i v e  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  m o n t h l y  

N e w s l e t t e r  a n d  H E R I T A G E , p u b l i s h e d  a n n u a l l y  e a c h  D e c e m b e r .  T h e  f i r s t  

i s s u e  a p p e a r e d  i n  I 9 8 A a n d  a f e w  c o p i e s  a r e  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  a t  $2 a 

c o p y .  P o s t  y o u r  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  t o  C h r y s  H e a d e r  a t  M a r r i c k v i l l e  

L i b r a r y  M a r r i c k v i l l e  T o w n  H a l l  220k  ( o r  p h o n e  h e r  a t  5 6 0 - 9 3 3 3  E x t .  

2 8 2 ) .  D o n ' t  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  AGM o r  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r -  o u r  

r o l l i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  e n a b l e s  y o u  t o  r e m a i n  f i n a n c i a l  f o r  t w e l v e  m o n t h s  

f r o m  t h e  t i m e  o f  J o i n i n g .


