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OUR NEXT MEETING.

Friday Septem ber 19 Our q u a rte rly  evening meeting, 
a t  7.30 pm in th e  Amenities Room, Ground Floor, 
Petersham  Town Hall. A panel discussion on re s to rin g  
and sym pathetically  renovating  houses.

S atu rday  Septem ber 20 A D aytrip to  Leura, v isiting houses and 
gardens in the  region. The bus will d e p a r t from Petersham  Town Hall 
a t  8.30 am. C on tact Anne (406-A862) or Shirley (569-1768).

S aturday  Septem ber 27 A ta lk  on Federation  A rch itec tu re  by 
Richard Apperley of th e  School o f A rch itec tu re , U niversity of 
N.S.U. Background to  th is  su b jec t was given by Mr. Apperley when 
he spoke to  th e  Society in February  th is  year.

Saturday  O ctober 25 A v is it to  S t S tephen 's  Church, Newtown; 
Camperdown Park and environs.

S aturday  November 22 Local costum ier and milliner, Mrs B etty  
Viazim will speak  about her long and in te re s tin g  c a re e r .
This will be followed by our Christm as Picnic a t  Petersham  Park.





ILLEGAL DEMOLITION - TIMETABLE OF EVENTS

Following re p re so n ta tio n s  to  the  Fleritage council by th e  National 
T rust, th e  M inister fo r  Planning and Environment issued a "no-dem olition” 
o rd e r - g a ze tte d  on August U  - under Section  130 of th e  Fleritage Act. A 
copy of th e  o rd e r was delivered  to  B.S.A. Textiles, the  re g is te re d  owner 
of th e  building, th a t  day.

Shortly b e fo re  th is , B.S.A. had exchanged c o n tra c ts  with Mr Bill Caralis 
and Pamela C aralis fo r th e  sa le  of th e  p ro p erty .

On 19 August, M arrickville Council issued a demolition o rd e r on the  
building.

At abou t ^.50 am on Sunday 2U August, Mrs Jones of U Railway S tre e t 
Petersham  phoned Chris P ra tte n  of the  N ational I ru s t, advising him th a t  
demolition had commenced a t  about ¿*.15 am.

Jen n ife r Moore, o f 2 Railway S tre e t, co n ta c te d  Alderman P a t Clarke 
and th e  police a t  5.10 am. Police o rdered  work to  stop  because of th e  noise.

At 5.15 am, with only a b reach  of ¿* or 5 m etres wide in th e  Railway 
S tr e e t  facad e , Chris P ra tte n  advised the  demolition foreman and Sgt Hanrahan 
(Petersham ), the  sen io r police o ff ic e r  p re sen t, of the  p re se rv a tio n  order.

Mr McManus of th e  Fleritage and C onservation Branch, Departm ent 
of Planning and Environment also a tte n d ed  and a t  6.30 am copies of th e  o rder 
were handed to  Sgt Flanrahan and the  ow ner's re p re se n ta tiv e . A pparently, 
n e ith e r was sa tis f ied  with th e  docum entation and the  police allowed work 
to  recommence a t  ab o u t 6.65, a f te r  P ra tten  and McManus had le f t  th e  s ite .

Following a n o th e r phone call from Mrs Jones, Chris P ra tte n  re tu rn ed , 
to  be informed by In sp ec to r Duffy and Sgt McGrath th a t  they  w ere not 
convinced th e  o rd e r had been g aze tted . Work was stopped again a t  9 am.

By now both Mr R Power and Mr G Gaweda, S ec re ta ry , Fleritage and 
C onservation Branch, w ere also in a tten d an ce . I t is re p o rte d  th a t  the  
Manager, Fleritage and C onservation Branch expressed  th e  view th a t  the  
building could be secu red  safe ly  until th e  H eritage Council and th e  Minister 
could a sse ss  th e  building, a view which th e  D irec to r o f th e  D epartm ent of 
Planning and Environment supported . This was conveyed to  th e  Mayor, Deputy 
Mayor and building su rveyor of M arrickville Council and to  police.

Mayor Barry Jones accep ted  a handw ritten  re p o r t from a s tru c tu ra l 
eng ineer called  in by tb e  developer th a t  th e  building was in danger of collapse 
and recommended i ts  demolition, which finally  commenced abou t 2.15 pm.

Legal O fficers o f th e  H eritage Branch, Dept of Planning and Environment 
a re  g a th erin g  all availab le  inform ation p re p a ra to ry  to  proceeding against 
th e  owners under th e  H eritage Act.

The Act provides fo r  a fine of $10,000 or six months gaol or both.



DEMOLITION (continued)

and th e  M inister has th e  power under Section  160 of th e  Act to  freeze  
developm ent of th e  s i te  fo r  up to  10 years.

F urther, th e  M inister may requ ire  th a t  th e  building be reb u ilt.
The local S ta te  Member of Parliam ent, P e te r  Crawford, has w ritten  

to  Bob C arr, M inister fo r  Planning and Environment, asking th e  M inister to  
d ire c t th e  owners to  rebuild .

M arrickville H eritage Society has w ritten  to  th e  M inister fo r Planning 
and Environment and to  th e  Minister fo r  Police, Mr Paciullo. 

liJe will keep you informed of developm ents.

URBAN CONSERVATION AREA STANMORE

The National T rust has defined th e  m ajority  of Stanm ore as  an Urban 
C onservation Area. This recognises th e  ex is ten ce  of Stanm ore as a well 
p reserved , com pact example o f a la te  19th and early  20th cen tu ry  suburb.
UJe hope th a t  th is  recogn ition  will serve  to  prom ote th e  developm ent of pride 
in th e  a re a  - though as  th e  experiences of la te  show, i t  does no t o ffe r  
exclusive p ro tec tio n .

PUBLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE

□ u r  Publications Chairperson, Jan P it ta rd , has resigned  from the  
position, so an e lec tion  fo r a  new chairperson  will be conducted  a t  our 
Septem ber 27 meeting. Members may also nominate to  be on th e  sub-com m ittee, 
which is in need of more members. P lease keep i t  in mind.

NEW MEMBERS

Gary Allen, Jim Shannon, Miss Gaston, who is a member of one of M arrickville 's 
p ioneer families.

U nfortunately , we have ju s t  le a rn t of th e  d ea th  e a r lie r  in th e  y ear of Jessie  
Ryan, a  foundation member of th e  Society. Our sympathy to  her family.


