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Coming Events

Wednesday 30oh December A relaxing euening harbour cruise on a
comfortable yacht "The Grand Trio'.” From Gamsharp to 10mm the cost
is $10 per person. Please bring your own picnic supper to eat ashore
when we visit Clarke Island.. Raffle will be drawn on this cruise.
The yacht departs. Commissioner's Steps (in front of the Maritime
Services Board Building) at Circular West. Bookings and enquiries

to Anne Carolan (606 .

Wednesday 20th January Acruise around Botany Bay to view the ships
of the First Fleet. The 'MV. Mirabel' will leaVe the St George Motor
Boat Club, Wellington St Sans Souci at 9amand return there for lunch.
Cost is a reasonable $0 including luncheon, children 6(%re-
schoolers free. Bookings and enquiries to Anne Carolan 6332).

Friday 5th February 7.30pm Quarterly Evening Meeting.
Karer¥ Wilson, Senirgr Botanis? Natior%gll Flerbg%ipny Botanical Gardens,

will speak on "The Flistory of Botanical Collecting’. Karen Wilson will
examine the rise of interest in natural history and will talk about the
collections of Sir Joseph Banks, Robert Broan and J-J LabillardiSre
and others. The talk will be illustrated.

SaturdaY 27th February Ph}{llis McCorguodale has studied the history
of popular dance in Australia, In the Marrickville Toan Hail
resounded with ballroom dancing and spectacular 'swing' concerts.
Phyllis' talk - with slides - will e held in the Petersham Toan Hail

Arenities Roomat 10.30am



Death of Gary Nicholls

It is with great sadness that we report the death of Gary Nicholls on
2 December. Gary wes an active menber of the Society fomits
inception_and was a member of the Executive for thrée years, providing
legal advice when necessary. Garg who lived at the former Fowler
house in Canmperdown, contiibuted two very valuable articles on Fowler
Potteries to "Heritage'. Gary was prominent in community activities in
the Canperdown area, wes a memmber of the Board of the Marrickville
and Royal Prince Alfred Hospitals and wes elected an Alderman on
Marrickville Council in September 1987. _

Richard Cashmen

Coming Events (continued)

Sunday 6th March Uk are hoping that all descendants of our Pioneers
and former residents will ' come back to Marrickville' and share their
memories at our special Picnic Day. those who are taking part
are the Meeks family, the Braddocks, the Fairbairns and the Schwebels.
The I_BICHIC will be held at Richardson's Lookout over the river valley

at Holt Crescent, The Warren from Mamtill ¢pm Please bring a picnic
t@%%k%& I):urther details from Richard Cashman (569 6836) or 'ﬁ\onmon

Friday 29th April our Bicentennial Heritage Concert,_ the fourth in

our annual series of concerts held in conjunction with St. Brigid's
Church. To be held in the church, Marrickville Road from 8150m More
details from Paula Gar&%e 9928), Verona Rothwell (523 3790 after om)
or Anne Carolan (05 6352).

Successful Jumble Sale

Congratulations to Tony and Ju uara, Bruce Uklch, Paula Gard,
Geo% Ostling and _GNSocietyd%e%rs who helped on the day, for
raising $306 for Sociefy funds:

New Members

Claire and Robbie Johnson; Sue Jaundrell; Evelyn Prineas;
Tertia Jensen; Pauline Patterson; Chris and Carol Moran;,
Laurie Hindmersh; Graham and Edwina Smith; Clare Herscovitch.



Our Last Meeting...

The November meetln%g an with a 'sneak preview of the Calendar
of Events planned For the Marrickville Municipality Bicentennial
Committee. This wes presented by tbe Mayor, Barry Jones,” and Chrys
Meader, in their capacities as mren and ‘Secrétary of that Committee.

Not ieast anong the planned events is the opening, on Saturday 5
November, of the Archival Research Centre in Petersham Town Hall. It
wes a great pleasure to meet Rhona Clement, appointed in My as
Information Coordinator/Archivist. She has undertaken the hlge task
of sorting, cataloguing and storing the archives of the councils of
Petersham, St Peters and Marrickville from 1861 to 1983 the year when
the three were amalgamated. Most of the archives are official council
records such as minute books, lists of ratepayers, property documents,
records of licences issued and of ward boundary changes. It is
planned that these will be available to the tpubllc for research (for
exanple, into famil hIStOFP]/_ or ownership of property) and to school
%hllbcér%n forf_sp(tema local history projects. ver, there is much work
0 one first.

ona spoke feeling%of the preparation and storage requirements of
fragile papers up to 12 years old. Evearly(thln _has to be cleaned of dust

\We wear masks”), insectS and nould (“all archivists have to have tetanus
Injections™), and this sometimes means careful vacuuming of every page
of huge bound volumes. Soe of the restoration is given to proféssional
conservators, but most of the work is done by the archivist.

\é then had another 'sneak preview
- this time of the work in 8ro ress
on the Archival Research Centre
itself. On the first floor of Peter-
sham Toan Hall, the old Aldermen's
Roamis the new archives storage
area, now with thermal and humidity
control, ultra-violet window screens
and special archival shelving; and_
next door to it, the former Council
Chamber (pictured) is being restored
_ as a r_na%nlflcent research and
reading room The 1930s decor has been faith ull%/ folloned, even to the
carpet specially woven to the exact_pattern of the original.
After the meeting we held our Christmas Picnic in Petersham Park -
with Christmas_cake, Santa Claus, sack races and presents. It wes a
reat way to finish the Society's year. Thanks to the Social Committee
or arranging the picnic and a very merry Chnslt_arrﬁfe Ito all!



The Oldest House in the Municipality

Uhich house do you think is the oldest in the municipality? It could
be the MIl Houseat 3" Victoria Road which is now part of the Metro
Shopping complex. It is a pretty timber_house with attics lit b?/ two
dormer Windows each side of itS steep iron roof which it is believed
still has shingles underneath. There Is some evidence which su%gests it
could haVe been built as early as the IB\Gs although not. OuSes
were built then - Sydney was suffering a_severe depression for most
of it. But it is more likely that it wes built in the 18805 when building
revived after the gold rush dislocation of normal Sydney life.

It is believed that it is a brick nogged timber house. That is, the
bricks were used for insulation but were too porous to be exposed to
the elements and so the house waes timber clad. The National Trust has
classified this house. It has been an important part of Marrickville's
industrial hlsto%mce it wes purchased by John Vicars &Co, the
textile fimin The Duke of York (later King George M) wes
entertained in the house on his visit to the mill'in 1927,  ~

But_there is another stronger contender for the title, which is also
classified. Mary Reiby, the outstandingly successful convict shop-
keeper, built an impréssive house, Stanmore House, between 1367 and

for her d%gghter, Elizabeth Jane, and her husband. Captain Joseph
Log Innes. It 13 roons, kitchen, laundry, stabling, loft and first-
rate’ cellarage although it has long been converted to flats which
conceal its handsome symmetry behind dark brick additions. Reiby's
oan house, which wes built earlier on the same 9 acres she purchased
from the Pencilville estate, itself part of Page's original land grant,
has been demolished. _ o

It is must likely that Stanmore House is the oldest house rewalnln%%pd
that hidden behind later additions is a beautifully designed house. There
are a few clues to it which can be (tglm'psed from Ennore Road where it
is partly hidden behind the shops at 90-92 o

you know of another house which is as old or as distinguished?
Please write to let us know of any suggestions. _
Barbara LeMhistre

How to Subscribe to the Society

It's only $7 for individuals, $10 for households and institutions, and $
for students and pensioners. You will receive copies of our Newsletter
(either. posted or delivered to your door) and our Journal Heritage. Your
subscription is good for twelve months from the date of joining. Wlrite
to The Secretary, PO Box 615 Marrickville 2206. The editor would also
like to hear from menmbers with contributions to the Newsletter. Please
contact Mark Matheson (50 582) or Geoff Ostling (568 30



